Informative Essay—To Kill a Mockingbird
Your research paper will be an informative paper on a topic from TKAM.  Informative essays 
a) explain something most readers won’t know


b) define complex terms


c) teach readers how to solve a problem or apply knowledge

They are NOT simply a listing of facts.

You will have to conduct RESEARCH.  That is, you will gather information about your topic, read it, learn it, digest it, and think about it.  Once you are comfortable with the information, you will write about it IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  You will present a new angle or view of the information.
The paper will be taught step-by-step in class, but here are some guidelines of which to be aware:

--the paper will be a minimum of 600 words (three pages) 

--the paper will include an additional Works Cited page

--you must use and cite a minimum of three sources in your paper.  Wikis (including Wikipedia) and blogs may NOT be used.  You may not use more than one encyclopedia or dictionary.  You MAY use the novel as a source.  www.mel.org is a great source of authoritative information.
--the paper will NOT be accepted if it does not have in-text citations and a Works Cited page

--the paper must be in MLA format and follow all the rules of formal writing

--plagiarism of any kind will NOT be tolerated

--the paper is worth 50 points (1/4 of your final exam grade).  See due dates below.  

Due dates are FIRM.  The breakdown:
--10 points for notes (three authoritative articles with highlighted notes)
--5 points for the introduction (including hook and underlined thesis) and conclusion (including strong ending) TYPED

--5 points for Works Cited page TYPED AND COMPLETE
**These will all be separate assignments asked for while working your way to a completed paper


--10 points for a first draft (should be as complete as possible—consider it a final draft; must include a word count)

--20 points for a final draft

--Do NOT expect to be able to finish all work necessary in class.  Some work will be have to be done on your own time.  Good luck!
DUE DATES:

Folder containing three authoritative sources, read, and highlighted:
Nov. 20
Introduction/Conclusion






Dec. 6
Works Cited








Dec. 13
First Draft








Dec. 20
Final Draft








Jan. 10
TKAM test








Jan. 11
SSR Paper/Project Deadline






Jan. 14
Semester Exams







Jan. 15-18
**Each part of the research paper is turned in inside the folder; nothing should be taken out of the folder, just added to it.
Planned work days:
Nov. 13, Dec. 4, Dec. 11, Dec. 18, Jan. 8. These will be forfeited if students are not using time wisely.
