Sustained Silent Reading (SSR)
You are expected to read a book (at least one) all the way through, on your own, each quarter. Novels tend to work better, though nonfiction is permissible. You are to bring this book with you to class EVERY DAY. If you finish one book, get another. The books can be checked out from the library, the classroom library, county library, from your home library, etc. The only real restrictions are that the book is one you have never read before and it is age-appropriate. In addition, fan fiction is not permitted. The books have to have been published professionally.
You may read on a device/phone at home but not in the classroom. In the classroom you must have a physical book.
You will be required to write one paper a quarter based on the SSR book.
Paper Requirements:

1. It will be submitted to Turnitin by the deadline. Similarity cannot be above 30%.

2. It must be at least 1 ½ pages in length and typed (based on 12 pt. TNR).

3. It must include a cover page. The cover page must have the title(s) and author(s) of the books covered, which option it is, and your name.

4. This paper is worth 25 points (half a test grade) and should be worthy of 25 points. It is graded on following directions, content, accuracy, and mechanics.

Topics/Options
The questions that follow each topic are suggested ways to answer the topic; you can add more information/questions of your own as long as they stay on topic.
You can only do an option ONCE. Therefore, you will end up doing 4 of the 13 options.

1. Author Study:  Compare two books you have read that were written by the same author.  How is the author’s style the same in the two books?  How is it different?  What writing techniques did the author use?

2. Genre Study:  Compare two books you have read that were in the same genre (mystery, horror, romance, etc.)  What aspects of the novel were the same?  Which were different?  Which was most successful?  Why?

3. Newspaper Report:  Choose a climatic (important) moment from one of the books you have read and tell about it as a reporter would.  Remember, you must be objective and simply report the who, what, when, where, why, and how.

4. Recommended Reading:  Of all the novels you read, which would you be most likely to recommend to someone else?  Why?  What about it makes it the best?

5. Book Report:  Pick one novel and tell all about it:  author, characters, setting, and plot.

6. Character Study:  Choose two characters from different novels you have read and compare them.  In what aspects are they similar?  Different?

7. Setting Study:  Choose two novels you have read that had similar settings and compare them.  Why were they set there?  Which used the setting most successfully?  Would the novels have worked better/worse in other settings?

8. Plot Study:  Choose two novels you have read that had the same basic plot or theme and compare them.  What were the plots?  Which did a better job of getting the theme across?  Why?
9. Diary:  Choose a character from one of the novels you have read and write diary entries as if you were that character.  It can cover one day or several days.  Remember, you need to write from the perspective of the character.  Relate not only what happened to the character, but how he/she felt about it.

10. Interview:  Choose a character from one of the novels you have read and interview him/her.  Include questions you would ask and how the character would answer. 

11. Artistic Expression:  Instead of a paper, illustrate in any media (colored pencils, markers, paint, etc.)  a scene from a novel you have read.  It must still include the cover page with necessary information.  It must also include a one-paragraph explanation of the scene depicted (submitted to Turnitin). This is meant to be a creative option, so show your creativity. This option is designed for students who enjoy/have some skill in art—it must be worthy of 25 points.
12. Technological Expression: Instead of a paper, create a piece of technology based around your book. It can be a video, cartoon, or anything unique created on a computer or related technology. It must include the information that would normally be on the cover page and must be worthy of 25 points. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE SURE I AM ABLE TO ACCESS/VIEW YOUR CREATION. This topic is meant to be CREATIVE. Do NOT simply put a report on a slide show.
13. Speech: Instead of a paper, compose a 2-minute speech about your book. You will be graded as other class speeches are graded: it must be rehearsed, meet the time requirement, and show communication skills (eye contact, voice projection, etc.) You may have a visual aid and one notecard. You must see the teacher to set up a time to give the speech in front of the class BEFORE THE DUE DATE.

